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The opera we saw was ‘Lady White Snake’; a classic Chinese
folk tale. A white snake changes into a beautiful girl, and
then falls in love with a human. But the actors didn’t only tell
the story through song; the dancing and acrobatics were
fantastic, too. The actors used not only their faces but also

their whole bodies to act out the storv and show their emotions



[ ) o
These actors train very hard at opera schools for years from about

the age of 7 or 8. There weren’t a lot of §ta@@el props or SCERERY

because the actors use a lot of symbols to help tell the story. An

' actor galloping with a whip, for example, means they are riding

a horse. Doing somersauits from a table or a pile of chairs
means they are running down a mountain.



The actors’ make-up was incredible. Each colour has a special
meaning and reveals something about their character; red
means loyalty and bravery, black shows a warrior or a wild

\ character, blue means cruelty and gold and silver means
mystery. At the finale, it was breathtaking to see them all

\ on stage together in their bright costumes and make-
up. | didnt think that opera was for me, but | can't

believe how much | enjoyed it. You must all see
N Chinese opera one day! ‘
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Learn new vocabulary

Fill in the gaps with: out out out down down m at with

1)

;1| Jp— laVeE .....0... a human
21§ [0 [T in the dark

YD cvnsisn a mountain

12 ) PR In ancient times

the lights go ............

ALTIVE ..vennnnen.

CAITY aevernnnn the crowd

& ST the story

over



Label the pictures

ribbon  sharp acrobatics  emotion  somersault  warrior  wild  cruelty
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Match the words

anclent art

hanging a whip

fiery lanterns
high-pitched (mes

lemporary lovalty and bravery
grand kaleidoscope
crowd VoICe

gallop with gathering

reveal stages




e True or False

. The speaker persuaded her friend Mai-Li to go to the theatre.
True False

2. Chinese opera is the latest genre of musical performance.
True False

3. At hirst, the speaker didn’t enjoy the experience but then she found it amazing.
True False

. In ancient times lanterns were the only source of light on stages.
True False

5. Bright colours helped actors to be wisible in the dark.
True False

6. Both costumes and a manner of singing were mfluenced by modern arts.
True False

~I]

The story of the tale tells about the girl who falls i love with a white snake.
True False
8. Children under 10 start traming at opera schools.
True False
9. The stage at Chinese theatres 1s cramped with props.
True False
10. Faces and bodies help actors tell the story.
True False
11. The colours used by actors are symbolic.
True False
12. Though the speaker enjoyed the performance greatly, she doesn’t recommend others to see it.

True  False




Answer the questions

[) What is a difference between modern and ancient Chinese opera?

2) How do actors on the stage behave?
3)  What do actors use mstead ol props and scenery?

Write what each colour means m Chinese theatre




e \Wiite what each colour means in Chinese theatre







